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story Time 

GHOSTS OF STALLIONS 

by Joe Gill 

Continued from June 11th... 

3 A.M. 

Jared awoke, startled. He cursed as he checked 
his watch. “Damn it," he yelled. He had slept for 
two hours. Getting up and looking around, he saw 
nothing. He rushed around the historic building to 
check cameras and sound equipment. Nothing. 

Then he heard it, loud. The sound was coming 
from downstairs. Le Rejouissance Allegro! Jared 
felt his blood freeze as he crept slowly down the 
staircase. The sight before his eyes was astound¬ 
ing. The whole dance floor was alight in rainbow 
flashes, and the laser light focused on the figures 
assembled according to their noble status in the 
Order. 

Jared’s eyes were wide, and he felt goose bumps 
rush up and down his arms. They were real! They 
were dressed in early 19th century finery, which 
was accented with their royal garb. Their crowns 
were sumptuous, and rich in glittering gems and 
lustrous gold. Jared couldn’t help himself as he 
walked into their midst, and his doom. 

Jared felt skeletal arms upon him, and a bright light 
surrounded him. Since he had disturbed their pag¬ 
eant, and was not a knighted member, they would 
add him to their Order. Ancient rules must always 
be honored. Jared screamed as the skeleton-like 
visage of the Duke laid his hands upon him. For 
Professor Jared Pipp, the netherworld was now to 
be his home. 

9 A.M. 

Campus security and local police searched all over 
for Jared. He was nowhere to be found. Daylong 
searches that stretched into the night turned up 
nothing. However, a young man who danced at 
Stallions every Friday and Saturday night claimed 
that the Royal Pageant interestingly had a member 
dressed in 21st century attire. 

Professor Jared Pipp was labeled “missing, but not 
presumed dead." The ghosts knew better. 
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Equality Advocates Pennsylvania 

fofmetV ( mtrr ior I etbim snd Gay C MI RighG 

Pennsylvania Launches 
TRANSIation Project 

By Han Meadway 

This summer Equality Advocates Pennsylvania is 
launching the TRANSIation Project, a statewide 
initiative to further collaborate with transgender 
organizations and activists and LGBT organizations 
and activists that fcKus on communities of color. The 
project is being funded for the summer by the Equal¬ 
ity Federation, the national alliance of state-based 
LGBT advocacy organizations. 

Equality Adv(Kates Pennsylvania, formerly the Cen¬ 
ter for Lesbian and Gay Civil Rights, provides direct 
legal services to the l.GBT community and advocates 
for fully-inclusive legislation in the state. We work 
with transgender organizations and activists across 
the state, and approximately 17% of our hot-line 
callers self-identify as transgender. Approximately 
4(y/( of callers also self-identify as people of color. 
This project aims to reach out to more of both the 
trans-community and LGBT communities of color 
across Pennsylvania, and to integrate new activists 
into existing advocacy efforts. 

Equality Advocates has been at the forefront of advo¬ 
cating for HB 1400 and SB 761, both of which would 
provide protections from discrimination based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity or expression 
in employment, housing, and public accommoda¬ 
tions. As part of the TRANSIation Project, we will 
be collecting individual's stories and experiences of 
discrimination based on their gender identity in order 
to prove to local legislators that LGBT rights need to 
be inclusive of the entire LGBT community, and that 
gender identity and presentation must be included in 
the proposed House and Senate bills. If you or some¬ 
one you know would be interested in sharing your 
story, please contact Han Meadway at (215) 731-1447 
ext. 14 or outreach@equalitypa.org. 

The TRANSIation Project will continue as well as 
increase the strong communication between organiza¬ 
tions and activists working on transgender advtKacy 
and Equality Advocates Pennsylvania, so that as an 
organization we can continue to provide support, 
empowerment and inclusion at this critical time. 

*Han Meadway is an Equality Federation Institute In¬ 
tern at Equality Advocates Pennsylvania. He recently 
graduated cum laude from Smith College where he 
double-majored in American Studies and Afro-Ameri¬ 
can Studies. Han will be attending Drexel University 
Earle Mack College of Law in the fall. 
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Cohabitation Agreements - 
A Serious Consideration: 

By: Derek J. Cordier, Esquire 


Since marriage rights are still not available to LGBTs 
in Pennsylvania, I strongly advocate the use of 
cohabitation agreements. I have been consulted too 
many times by a partner in a long-term or short-term 
relationship that ends up with nothing when the rela¬ 
tionship ends. Without a written agreement, arguing 
in an equity court is a very difficult and costly course 
of action. 



Cohabitation agreements are good for 
long-term relationships as well as those just moving 
in together or sharing expenses or bank accounts. A 
cohabitation agreement is a contract between partners 
that spells out who owns certain property, including 
the home, land, and personal property. The agree¬ 
ment can also state w ho will be liable for certain 
expenses or debts, and what will happen in the case 
of a separation or simply if an argument over such 
matters comes up. The agreement can also specify 
what type of court will be used if there is litigation, 
since arbitration and mediation can be less costly than 
common pleas court. 

Such an agreement can even allow for 
support payments when one partner is in a better 
financial position and the relationship ends. Some 
relationships last many years. Partners often come to 
believe one of them should stay at home and maintain 
the house or care for the children. Work at home 
may be shared unequally as one partner may work 
longer hours or one partner may go to school while 
being supported by the other. Since there is no legal 



marriage, if the relationship ends, the partner who 
does not work or makes less of an income can be in a 


financial bind and may literally become homeless. 
This is not to say all relationships that do end, end 
badly. Some partners are able to divide things fairly 
and go on with their lives. However, a well-drafted 
cohabitation agreement can ease the fears of both 
partners. An agreement is especially important if 
you plan to allow yourself to become dependent on 
someone else or you are supporting someone while 
they advance their careers through schooling. If one 
partner is not willing to have a cohabitation agree¬ 
ment, both partners' life choices should be made very 
carefully. If income is a concern, I would suggest 
keeping a “rainy day fund.” 



Also consider having a will, power of at¬ 
torney for finances, living will, and power of attorney 
for healthcare. These documents can be drafted to 
protect your partner in the unfortunate event of your 
illness or death. Look for upcoming articles in this 
publication. 




Law Office of 

Derek Cordi 

Bankruptcy, Wil 


Paralegal: Ben 


319 South Front Street • Harrisburg, PA 171 ( 
PHONE: 717*919-4002 FAX: 717*213-4984 


derek@derekjcordier.com 
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A LOOK AT HIV 
IN Central 
Pennsylvania 

By Christopher Kupchik 

Central Pennsylvania is a beautiful part of the state, 
marked by thick wooded areas, rolling hills, farmland 
and small, quaint towns that are rich in history. It is 
home to the Bloomsburg Fair, the Little League World 
Series and, of course, the Nittany Lions of Penn 
State. Central Pennsylvania is a great place to raise 
a family and send your children to school. It’s also a 
great place to work. I work in this gorgeous area, and 
wouldn’t change it for the world. 

This part of the state is also home to a man whom I’ll 
call Edward. Edward is a gay man in his late 50’s, and 
lives alone in a modest apartment in a small town in 
the middle of Central Pennsylvania. He’s also lived 
with HIV for the past nineteen years. 

When I interviewed Edward for this story he asked 
that I not disclose his true identity. He simply wasn’t 
comfortable with even his first name - which happens 
to be quite common - printed in a story that focuses 
on HIV/AIDS. I can’t blame him because in this part 
of Pennsylvania there is not only great beauty and 
rich history, but also an incredible stigma attached to 
people who live with HIV/AIDS. 

Edward first lived in Baltimore, Maryland in the 1980’s, 
in the prime of his life. He had graduated from an 
affluent college with a degree in fine arts, served in the 
Navy, and eventually obtained a very lucrative job in 
marketing with a well-known Fortune 500 company in 
the Baltimore area. He also lived a great lifestyle. “I 
was living the American dream, the yuppie lifestyle at 
the time,” Edward admitted. “Life was good." 

In 1987 he began to witness friends and acquain¬ 
tances becoming incredibly ill and eventually dying 
from what was then called the Gay Related Immune 
Deficiency, or GRID. Of course, it is known today as 
HIV/AIDS. 

Edward gathered with other men and women associ¬ 
ated with a local GLBT group who were extremely 
concerned about the disease that was ravaging young 
men, seemingly on a daily basis, in the Baltimore area 
and across the country. He and his cohorts delivered 
meals several times a week to those who were suffer¬ 
ing severe illness, and often wondered how long some 
of these people would be around. “I would fear knock¬ 
ing on the door of someone who was HIV positive to 


deliver a meal and discover the person was dead. No 
one else was even concerned about these people." 

In 1989, after becoming gravely ill with pneumonia 
himself, Edward sought medical care for his ailment. 

As he had just witnessed gay men die of the insidious 
HIV, he suggested that his doctor test him for the virus. 
Edward learned that he, too, was infected with HIV. 

He states that at the time of his diagnosis, he was in a 
relationship with another man who had not been faith¬ 
ful to him, although Edward had been monogamous. 

When his doctor gave Edward his HIV-positive 
diagnosis, he also gave him a prognosis of two years. 
The news was mind numbing. “After the doctor said 
that I was HIV positive, there was a whole year of my 
life I don’t remember because I was in such a state of 
shock," Edward said. 

He wrote his will, sold investment properties, and 
moved to Central Pennsylvania, where he had friends 
who invited him to spend his last days. This seemed 
to make sense to Edward because, for some reason, 
dying of AIDS in a quiet, peaceful environment was 
more appealing than doing so alone in the cold, rigid 
atmosphere of a major American city. 

However, March of 2008 marked Edward’s 19th year 
of living with HIV - so much for his two years. When 
he moved to Central Pennsylvania, nearly twenty 
years earlier, Edward had never physically moved 
away. At first he just stayed here, to die. Then, when 
it became obvious that his body was healthy enough 
to withstand the brunt of HIV, he began to live once 
again. 

HIV did eventually take its toll on Edward, prompt¬ 
ing him to seek specialized medical care and case 
management assistance from a local AIDS service 
organization in the area. He continues to do his best 
to survive with this disease, but admits it’s hard to 
stretch his money to pay for essential medical care, 
medications, and other necessities, like food and 
housing, which are clearly important to his health and 
well-being. “The economy in the country and locally 
is eroding my ability to budget money from my [Social 
Security] disability check,” Edward says. “I couldn’t 
have done it without additional financial assistance 
[from an AIDS service organization],” he adds. 

Edward is not alone. According to Dave Spring, Ex¬ 
ecutive Director of the North Central District AIDS Co¬ 
alition (NCDAC) - an organization that funds providers 
in a twelve county area of Pennsylvania to provide HIV 
case management and prevention services - this por¬ 
tion of the state is home to over 260 individuals living 




with HIV/AIDS who are served by providers funded by 
NCDAC. This nufnber is up from 170 individuals who 
were served in 2000. 

As for the 260 plus people in the NCDAC region, it’s 
important to note that they are not the only people with 
HIV or AIDS in North Central Pennsylvania. Rather, 
they have voluntarily enrolled in HIV case manage¬ 
ment services. There are plenty more people infected 
with HIV who are not enrolled in services, but live 
in the area and around the state. According to the 
Pennsylvania Department of Health December 2006 
HIV/AIDS Surveillance Semi-Annual Summary, the 
total number of AIDS cases in Pennsylvania from 1980 
to the end of 2006 were 33,791. Notice that this num¬ 
ber denotes the total number of AIDS cases only. It 
doesn’t factor in those who are infected with HIV only. 
There are 10,994 total HIV cases reported from Octo¬ 
ber 2002 when HIV reporting started in Pennsylvania 
to December 2006, according to the Summary. 

Clearly, there are more people in the state who are 
living with HIV/AIDS than may be seeking case man¬ 
agement services. Such services, however, can be 
invaluable. “Our region’s AIDS service organizations 
have incredible individuals doing case management," 
says Spring. 

Patty Neff, a case manager with Caring Communi¬ 
ties For AIDS, an AIDS service organization based in 
Ben/vick, Pennsylvania, serving Columbia, Montour 
and Southern Northumberland counties and funded 
through NCDAC, says that clients of hers can receive 
valuable services including medical referrals to spe¬ 
cialists and general practitioners, housing support, and 
assistance with basics like completing complex forms 
for state services, including the Special Pharmaceuti¬ 
cal Benefits Program (SPBP), which pays for expen¬ 
sive HIV medications for those clients who qualify. 

“Without case management, clients may not even 
know a program like this exists, let alone how to enroll 
in it," says Neff about SPBP. “We help people with 
HIV and AIDS navigate a sometimes difficult social 
service system." 

However, as we saw with Edward earlier, it can be 
tough road for both HIV/AIDS providers and clients 
alike, as funding for HIV services in Central Penn¬ 
sylvania becomes tighter and tighter. Spring says, 
“Our funding for the years 07/08 and 08/09 was cut 
by approximately $26,000.” Previous to this, he says, 
his region had small increases in HIV/AIDS fund¬ 
ing from the federal government, but he states that 
the increases - including $11,706 NCDAC received 


As funding for HIV services in 
Central Pennsylvania becomes 
tighter and tighter, HIV/AIDS 
funding is not enough to keep 
up with the cost of inflation. 

between 2004 and 2006 - is not enough to keep up 
with the cost of inflation. “If we were to keep up with 
inflation that year, we would have had an increase of 
over $30,000," Spring said. He doesn’t expect fund¬ 
ing difficulties for HIV/AIDS services to improve any 
time soon. “I do anticipate that monies for the care of 
HIV positive individuals funded through HRSA [Health 
Resources and Services Administration which funnels 
Federal dollars for HIV services to the states] will 
remain either level-funded or continue to decrease." 

Philip K. Goropoulos, President/CEO of AIDS Com¬ 
munity Alliance (ACA) of South Central Pennsylvania, 
located in Harrisburg, says that when funding remains 
level, or if reductions in funding occur, ACA tries 
very hard to minimize the impact of the cuts on his 
agency’s clientele. “To address changes in funding, 
cuts or shifting priorities, the agency has...made cuts 
in the administrative elements of the agency in order 
to assure that services continue uninterrupted to our 
clients and our community," Goropoulos says. 

In addition to the challenges of dealing with limited 
funding and increasing demand for client services, 
AIDS service organizations in Central Pennsylvania 
have to often also contend with making sure that 
the clients they serve are actually eligible for certain 
federal programs, especially as qualifications for these 
programs are rather involved and complicated. 

One such program is a housing assistance program 
specifically for those who are HIV positive. This 
program, called the Housing Opportunities for People 
With AIDS (HOPWA), is funded through the Federal 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD), and offers two distinct types of housing assis¬ 
tance programs to providers who have been granted 
funding through this program. 

The two programs include the Tenant Based Rental 
Assistance (TBRA) program, and the Short Term 
Rental, Mortgage and Utility (STRMU) assistance 
program. Both have distinct rules and regulations 
that must be followed by providers like ACA to insure 
proper use of the program. 

“TBRA provides eligible clients with a monthly rent 
subsidy to assist with maintaining stable housing," 
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says Goropoulos. “ACA assists 47 households 
through this program each month," he continues. Go¬ 
ropoulos admits that his agency has had to implement 
a waiting list for clients who wish to gain assistance 
from the TBRA program because demand is just too 
high and funding is obviously not there to handle all of 
the requests for assistance. 

The STRMU program helps eligible clients with 
emergency financial assistance in an effort to help 
clients maintain their own housing and utility services. 
STRMU is offered to clients of AIDS Community Alli¬ 
ance on a first-come-first-served basis and funding for 
this is also very limited, according to Goropoulos. 

Goropoulos admits that ACA does its best to meet the 
needs of those who are not able to access a program 
like this one either because there is no availability or 
the clients are simply not eligible. “ACA does offer 
some limited assistance through funds that we raise 
in the community to assist those who may not be 
eligible," he says. 

Despite the best efforts of providers and funding 
agencies of HIV services, sometimes basic needs that 
prove to be a major need for people with HIV are dif¬ 
ficult to address, and not just because there is limited 
or no funding available. 

“Transportation is a major problem in South Central 
Pennsylvania," says Goropoulos of ACA. “Our service 
area includes many rural communities where there is 
no public transit system. Getting to and from medical 
appointments becomes a major barrier," he says. 

Neff agrees that transportation is a major challenge. 

“I have many clients who rely on us to provide them 
with transportation to get to their infectious disease 
doctors. But, if I don’t have funding to pay for a cab, 
we may not be able to help and we don’t have buses 
in this county. Clients have to just rely on friends or 
neighbors to take them to the doctor to have their HIV 
treated,” Neff says. “Sometimes they just don’t go,” 
she adds. 

While the federal government provides funding 
- however limited - to agencies that offer vital case 
management services to HIV positive individuals in 
Central Pennsylvania, it is the state of Pennsylvania 
itself that foots the bill to fund prevention efforts. 

“Funding to provide prevention to individuals both HIV 
positive and negative is provided by the state,” says 
Spring. He continues to say that the funding is given 
to organizations to conduct prevention interventions to 


individuals and groups who are in significant danger of 
becoming infected with HIV. “It also allows agencies 
to do outreach where individuals practicing high risk 
behaviors congregate and to attend health fairs and 
inform the general public.” 

High-risk behaviors that placed people at risk for HIV 
infection years ago are still putting people in harm’s 
way. From 1980 to 2006, men who have sex with men 
(MSM), and injecting drug users (IDU) in the North 
Central District AIDS Coalition, for example, topped 
the list as the two main modes of transmission of HIV. 

While these behaviors still put people at risk for 
HIV, the numbers of individuals who get infected by 
engaging in MSM and IDU behaviors have decreased 
in the North Central District AIDS Coalition region. 
According to the Pennsylvania Department of Health 
December 2006 HIV/AIDS Surveillance Biannual Sum¬ 
mary, the number of MSM’s from 1980 to 2000 was 
190 and the number of IDU’s was 252. From 2001 to 
2006, the numbers for MSM’s and IDU’s respectively 
dropped to 48 and 43. 

Prevention messages regarding specific behaviors 
that put a person at risk for HIV and techniques on 
how to reduce that risk may be the reason why the 
numbers dropped in that region. However, even 
though HIV prevention and education may be a major 
component in this effort, funding for prevention is not 
plentiful to HIV providers. 

“State funding for prevention services has not seen 
increases in many years," Goropoulos said. “There 
is little money for general awareness and community 
education," he continued. “As a result, for many in our 
region, HIV has fallen off the radar screen, giving the 
impression that the epidemic locally is over and that 
the disease is now only an issue in Africa, which is all 
they hear on the news.” 

Those in the setting of higher education echo this 
sentiment. Susan Kennedy, a professor at Penn 
State University, State College, Pennsylvania, works 
with young adults who didn’t grow up during the time 
when HIV/AIDS was at its worst. "Students are less 

‘‘They engage in high risk be¬ 
haviors such as drinking, using 
recreational drugs and engag¬ 
ing in unprotected sex,” relates 
Kennedy, “because HIV/AIDS is 
really invisible to them.” 




concerned about HIV/AIDS than in previous years, 
especially in the ‘80s and '90s, when they actually 
heard more about HIV and may have known someone 
living or dying with HIV/AIDS,” she said. “They 
engage in high risk behaviors such as drinking, using 
recreational drugs and engaging in unprotected sex,” 
relates Kennedy, “because HIV/AIDS is really invisible 
to them." 

Tara Hargraves, a 21-year-old Social Work major from 
Bloomsburg University, agrees with the assessment 
that young people in Central Pennsylvania are not 
prioritizing HIV as a major concern. “Nobody talks 
about it," she says, “except maybe if there is a story on 
TV about it.” 

Kennedy does admit that not all students are discon¬ 
nected from HIV/AIDS awareness altogether. “My 
sense is that there now is a small population who are 
very concerned about or worried about HIV at Penn 
State,” she said. Some students will take the time and 
assess their own personal risk for contracting HIV and 
actually take a test to see if they are infected. How¬ 
ever, those students who are most concerned about 
their risk and may test for HIV tend not to be native 
to Central Pennsylvania, according to Kennedy. “I’d 
say that many students who are concerned enough to 
come in for HIV testing hail from the more urban areas 
of the state [including] Philadelphia and Pittsburgh and 
out of state.” 

Scott Preisel, a prevention specialist who works for 
Caring Communities For AIDS, says that despite the 
good work of dedicated prevention professionals, 
sometimes getting the message out in the community 
and raising the awareness of HIV/AIDS, especially 
among young people, can be difficult in a rural area 
like Central Pennsylvania. 

“Sometimes people have a barrier to learning about 
this subject because they say things like ‘HIV is not 
here. It’s not In my backyard’, he says. “It's tough to 
break through sometimes and dispel the myths about 
HIV transmission. Perhaps the biggest myth of all is 
that HIV is not a problem in Central Pennsylvania. It 
is,” Preisel notes, “and it’s up to HIV prevention provid¬ 
ers like us to work on awareness." One way profes¬ 
sionals like Preisel are working on this is by employing 
specific methods of teaching prevention messages 
that are scientifically proven to be effective. 

Whichever methods providers use, they must, of 
course, be able to fit them into their agency budgets. 
“As funding remains stagnant, proven outcomes 
are almost mandatory. The Centers for Disease 


Control have developed evidence-based prevention 
interventions with proven outcomes, and they’re being 
conducted throughout the State. Right now, these are 
the best HIV/AIDS intervention programs available, 
and they’re evolving—they’ve also been proven to 
provide the ‘biggest bang for our buck’,” says Ann 
Dukus, Fiscal Director at the Northeast Regional HIV 
Planning Coalition. 

Everyone, it seems, would agree that services for the 
HIV-positive and HIV prevention education alike are 
equally important. However, if funding for both types 
of services remains the same, despite current eco¬ 
nomic trends or - worse yet - is reduced, then where 
do we go from here? How do we continue to help 
people like Edward, who live all alone with HIV/AIDS, 
acquire life saving services? 

The answer is not a simple one. 

“Those suffering with HIV/AIDS are dealt another blow 
when poverty puts the basic needs in life out of reach, 
leading to a vicious cycle that disallows compliance 
with treatment options, or even participation in a treat¬ 
ment program,” says Dukus. “The purpose of many 
of the programs is to stabilize the disease and assist 
individuals with HIV/AIDS in becoming self-sufficient 
and productive members of the community,” she says. 

This may prove to be difficult to do without adequate 
funding. As time goes on, however, the “Edwards” of 
Central PA and the rest of the country, for that matter, 
may have to fend more and more for themselves. 

“The longer you live with this disease, the more 
complex the response must be,” Edward says. With 
funding shifts and changes, Edward says, it may be 
difficult to expect more help, even though as a person 
with HIV/AIDS he fervently believes that more help Is 
absolutely necessary. “The needs of a person infected 
with HIV twenty years ago are a lot different, and more 
complicated, than of those infected a year or two ago," 
he says. “It’s not fair to label the disease ‘chronic’ 
or ‘manageable,’ because the strains are different in 
everyone and can affect people differently.” 

If funding were to be very limited or ever go away, 
Edward has some advice for people who are infected. 
“Don’t allow yourself to get depressed, and work 
cooperatively with your doctor to stay as healthy as 
you can.” 

Soon, that may be all anyone will be able to do.a 
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Faith Community Activism 
Award; Rev. Beth Goudy 


Faith Community Activism 
Award; Patti Mittleman 


Community Arts Award; 
Sue Sneennger 


Community Leadership Award; 
Shawn Bausher (w/ Jeff Faller. PDN Tres.) 


Community Leadership Award; 
Richard Spangler 


Young Adult Leadership Award; 
Anthony Rizzo 


Workplace Equality Award: 
Tracy Denton 


Outstanding Community 
Volunteer Award: D.J. Landis 


Community Ally Award: 
Don Kohn & Melinda Kohn 


Speaker: The Mayor of Allentown; 

Ed Pawlowski 

PA Diversity Network & Valley Gay Press held the first 
annual GLBT Community Awards Celebration at the Al¬ 
lentown Brew Works on Tuesday, June 17th. Community 
members from Lehigh Valley and Berks County were pre¬ 
sented with awards for in support of the Gay. 

Lesbian, Bi^ual. Tcaasgendailj^ Allies community. 


Political & Civil Rights 
Activisim Award; Bolton Winpenny 
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Community Health Award 
Amber Brown 


Community Arts Award; 
Clint Miller 


Outstanding Community 
Volunteer Award; Jeri Farley 


Young Adult Leadership Award: 
Chris Alvaro 


Diana. Hannah, Liz. Chris. Kim & Mark 
















Unwinding with Wine and Charlie Miller - 

I know my column is supposed to be about wine...BUT...I can't resist talking about some other 
things that come with working in a bistro and wine bar! The other day 1 was confronted with a cus¬ 
tomer who was just starting out in their journey with fine food. This young lady was extremely eager 
to figure out where to start without making a fool out of herself. 

To start things off, don't get caught up in worrying about being able to correctly order all the “weird” 
things on the menu. For example, how many people actually know how to say bouillabaisse? That’s 
what 1 thought...this tasty dish, if you do ever see it on a menu, is a seafood lover’s dream. Our 
Executive Chef at Blue Bistro and Wine Bar, Simo Nouri, is French Moroccan, so I am sure you 
can imagine some of the ingredients listed on our menu that baffle and confuse the typical Central 
Pennsylvanian. One of our side dish items is listed as pommes puree...that would be our snobby 
way of saying mashed potatoes. Don't be afraid to ask your server what something is that you don’t 

recognize. While I am on the server kick, 1 would like to bring 
up a few things to look for when eating out. 

A server should never be snobby to a guest. 1 love walking into 
an upscale restaurant, and getting a feel for how the staff will 
treat my friends and me. I once walked into an upscale bistro 
in Chicago’s Bucktown neighborhood with three other people, 
and all of us dressed in very casual clothing. The concierge 
told us at our hotel that there was no dress code. The server 
automatically let her judgmental gaze smolder on our table, as 
if willing us to leave and dine at the pub down the street. What 
the server didn't realize was that I was sitting with the most 
prestigious and sought after cosmetic dentist in the Midwest. 
By the end of the meal we had racked up a $ 1300 dinner check, 
and had that server running her pretentie^us behind all over the 
eatery, just to prove a point as to where she ranked on the food 
chain at that moment. Just to really drive the point home, my 
friend tipped her $300 dollars for her “trouble.” 

Beyond a server never being presumptuous, they should also always present a wealth of information. 
If a server’s answer to a question keeps landing on “I don't know,” you might want to ask for a new 
server. One thing that always gets my blood pressure boiling is when 1 ask a server what the soup 
of the day is, and they get this glazed over look on their faces as if I asked what cold-fusion physics 
entailed. A server isn’t just there to “run” your food, but also to guide your dining experience. Make 
sure to ask them questions so that you feel comfortable in your choices, which you are eventually 
paying for. 




In keeping with my point about service, at most Pennsylvania Liquor stores you should be able to 
ask the state-employed staff questions about wine without too much hassle. Most of them have some 
type of training with wine and general beverage knowledge. If you go into 
what I call the “super-stores” of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board, 
you are definitely going to encounter staff members that can “talk wine.” 

Keep asking questions and expect the best service, until next time... 


Cheers! 


n 
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What Ahoat the Bihle? 

Some Basic Information by: 

Revs. Debbie Coggin and Jennifer Glass 



An important part of church is that we often read and 
study the Bible. The Bible is an interesting book, 
not just because of its contents, but also because of 
people’s reactions, thoughts, feelings and understand¬ 
ing of it. In Metropolitan Community Churches, we be¬ 
lieve that “the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, 
showing forth God to every person through the law and 
the prophets, and finally, completely and ultimately on 
earth in the being of Jesus Christ." 

When we, as pastors, present information on “Bible Ba¬ 
sics," we often share some of the following ideas about 
this book. The Bible (Greek= ta biblia or the books) is a 
collection of books written thousand of years ago based 
on the perspective and experiences of people from a 
wide variety of backgrounds - culturally, sociologically, 
politically and economically. As Christians, we believe 
that the Bible is a body of texts that were inspired by 
God (God-breathed) for the benefit of God’s people and 
transmitted to humanity for the purpose of creating a 
> written document of God’s divine action In and among 
God’s created prcler. 

When looking at what we mean by the Holy Scnpture, it 
is important to remember that the worth or value that we 
as humans place on any one particular thing is usually 
a reflection of our own personal investment in what that 
thing can do or has done for us. The same is true for 
the Bible. The fact that we acknowledge the scriptures 
as holy serves not only to set this book apart as unlike 
any other written document known to humanity, but It 
also increases the tendency for us to overlook the fact 
that the Bible, as we know it, is a product of human 
hands. 

The bottom line is that the Inspired word of God was 
transmitted to human beings and through the lenses of 
humanity and human nature. This revealed word was 
interpreted for human understanding and appropria¬ 
tion. Whether or not the Bible is the revealed Word of 
God is not the central issue here. As Christians, we 
profess this to be true. The human filters through which 
this revealed word has been made known to humanity. 


however, is the core of our study and discussion. 

Understanding that the Bible is a product of human 
hands then, we must ask ourselves the question, “How 
was scripture formed?" Since we understand the Bible 
to be a collection or library of many writings, we must 
be able to clearly ascertain how these writings came 
to be. Scholars are generally in agreement that the 
texts of both the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament 
originally began as stories that were shared and passed 
down simply by word of mouth. Thousands of years 
ago, the peoples who inhabited this earth as nomads 
spent very little time paying attention to, and even 
less time developing, an appreciation for the written 
language. Oral transmissions, or the art of storytell¬ 
ing, became the means through which these various 
peoples remembered the legacy of their past and their 
history. Those who would be called the master storytell¬ 
ers would repeatedly tell the stories of Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, their families, and experiences. 

It would be during the time of Israel’s greatest moments 
in history, during the reigns of Kings David and Solo¬ 
mon, that the desire would come, not only to maintain 
a written logjaif their current experiences, but also write 
down the past history as well. 

In terms of the Old Testament or Hebrew Bible, there 
was clearly a two-step process - first spoken, and then 
written. As these books were written down, they also 
became accepted as the religious norm or standard. 

The books were canonized as central tenets to and for 
the Jewish faith. The word canon comes from a Greek 
word that simply means measuring rod, which was then 
used to mean that the biblical books were a measure 
or standard for faith and life. The canon of Scripture, 
our Holy Bible, was developed by the people of God in 
response to the need of the church. 

Got any questions about the Bible or other matters of 
faith? Please feel free to email Pastors Deb and Jen at: 
pastor@visionofhopemcc.org . 
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Inside OUT 

“The Last Word" 

... Survival of the Fittest 


Your attention, please! Today 
I want to talk about surviving in 
this great and ever changing 
experience we call life. Sometimes it seems 
like we don’t even need to get out of bed to 
have survived something. For instance, there 
could have been a severe thunderstorm and 
lightning strikes only a few feet from your home, 
or a tornado brushed by your home, only to 
have taken the home of the neighbor down the 
street. These are all things that we, like those 
who live in the Midwestern states, consider an 
acceptable risk in dealing with the territory, and 
are a part of our lives. However, when it comes 
to surviving the pain of a failed relationship, we 
are not only ill prepared, but we feel the sun 
will never rise again. Why is that? Why do we 
consider the loss of love more frightening than 
any of the other things we need to overcome 
in life? 


Could it be that we feel our hearts are more 
vulnerable to emotional pain than the body is to 
physical pain? Love, or lack thereof, is for all of 
us a very trying event to go through. It brings 
out the things we fear most, from being alone, 
to having to meet someone’s expectations. 

Let us also not forget the mental stress we 
may experience from the worry of what others 
might say or think. I mean, everyone has 
been through it. Besides going through this 
first hand, you can also see your pain and 
fears played out in the newspapers, tabloids, 
television, and even hear it in the music to 
which we listen. 


“First I was afraid ... I was petrified. I thought 
I could never live without you by my side.” We 
can all relate to Gloria Gaynor’s words. She 
goes further to sing, “I spent oh, so many nights 
thinking how you did me wrong, but I grew 
strong, and I learned how to get along.” What I 
take from this is that you need to take inventory 
and reflect on what has happened, or didn’t 
happen, and learn from it and grow. I can tell 
you personally this takes time, but “Time heals 
all wounds.” 


In the busy lives we lead, we are always 
trying to quickly absorb and learn from our 
experiences. This makes us smarter, better 
and stronger people. Another great song goes, 
“I’m strong enough to live without you. Strong 
enough. I quit crying long enough to know, 
you got to go,” by Cher. This song is a perfect 
example to demonstrate that once you take 
stock in your feelings, you’ll see you deserve 
so much more than what you got. After all, why 
would you want someone who doesn’t want or 
appreciate you? The toughest part of dealing 
with a storm isn’t how severe it is, it’s the fear of 
dealing with the unknown. With that being said, 
as a living thing whose nature it is to nurture, let 
me leave you with a poem I wrote: 


Just like the rain, tears will fall, but they 
both serve the same purpose. 

That is to cleanse and nurture a living 
thing, thereby helping it to grow. 

The moment will come and you’ll open 
your eyes, 

to find you're in transition. 

Behind you is the sadness of past, dark 
and cold, 

and in front of you the beginning of 
daybreak, life and another chance. 

A rainbow is the path from the storm to 
lead you there. 

The sight you see before will overwhelm 
you with emotions. 

You're at a loss for words. 

No need to explain ... 


You’re a Survivor! 

Be well my friend, 

Jan/is 
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THOPICANIA 


The Belvedere Inn in Lancaster hosted Topicanza, a benefit 
for Common Roads on Sunday, June 15th. Belvedere 
donated a wide selection of flavorful dishes showing off what 
you can expect if you enjoy a full dinner. The early part of 
the evening was surrounded around, what can best be de¬ 
scribed as, Extreme Silent Auctioning. The upstairs room and 
bar were enclosed with tables holding well over a hundred 


items for which to bid. Attendees circled the room, catching 
up with old friends and making new, stopping for some theme 
cocktails, or stepping out on the patio for fresh air; all the 
time, revisiting their favorite items to make sure they hadn’t 
been out-bid. Guests, hosts and servers were dressed in 
white. The evening ended with dancing after the dining room 
was converted and the DJ and dry ice moved in. 
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A BGLQT publication covering 
everything from politics to drag queens. 

For a Media Guide, distribution, past 
issues and pricing details, visit: 
www.panzeepress.com 


All 


pages are 
in Full Color! 


Have your Ad in Panzee Distributed at Pride Festival 

Panzee Issue July 9th for..Reading Pride Date: July 20th 

Panzee Issue July 23rd for..Harrisburg Pride Date: July 26th 

Panzee Issue Aug. 6th for..North East PA Pride Date: Aug. 10th 

Panzee Issue Aug 6th for..Lehigh Valley Pride Date: Aug. 17th 

Panzee's July 9th issue will be used as the Reading Pride Program on July 20th. 
Panzee’s July 23rd issue will be used as the Harrisburg Pride Program on July 26th. 


AIDS Community Alliance A 

Saulh Crnird PA 
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When I started working in HIV and AIDS services al¬ 
most nine years ago, I never imagined that the work I 
began in November of 1999 would be in even greater 
demand today than in those hrst days at the agency. 
Sadly, over twenty-seven years after the epidemic 
was Hrst reported in the United States of America, the 
number of new HIV infections occurring within our 
country is on the rise. Some experts are projecting 
that as many as 6().(KK) new infections occur in the 
United States each year. 

Central Pennsylvania is not immune in the epidemic. 
Outside of Philadelphia, our region reports the high¬ 
est rates of AIDS in the Commonwealth. Each year 
AIDS Community Alliance reports increases of over 
\(Wr in the number of people requesting assistance 
from our programs. Between July 2(K)7 and March 
2(K)8 alone, ACA provided support and assistance 
to over 620 individuals and families throughout 
south central Pennsylvania. Every year we see more 
women access the program. 

With no cure on the horizon, our best hope, as a com¬ 
munity, is to stand together. 

• We must assure that high quality prevention and 
education programs are available locally .so that we 


can help our fellow residents have the skills and the 
re.sources to prevent new infections. 

• We must guarantee that appropriate and quality 
care and supportive services are available in our com¬ 
munity for all who are living with HIV to offer than 
the assistance needed to understand and treat their 
infection so that they may live lives of quality and 
productivity for as long as possible. 

Special Events such as the 2008 Miniature Golf Chal¬ 
lenge play a major role in making HIV prevention 
programming and HIV / AIDS care and supportive 
services in our community possible. Please contact 
ACA-PA for sponsorship opportunities for our 
upcoming Mini Golf Challenge. This year the event 
expands to include evenings in Lebanon, Lancaster 
and Harrisburg. Join us in making a difference in the 
South Central Pennsylvania community. 

We look forward to having you join us for 2008 
Miniature Golf Challenge. Together we will make a 
difference in the fight against AIDS. 

All the best, 

Philip K. Goropoulos 
President/CEO 

AIDS Community Alliance of South Central PA 
401 Division Street, Ste. l(K) 

Harrisburg, PA 17I lO 
717.233.7190 
fax: 717.233.7196 
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CENTRAL 

www.HarrisburgPride.org w,. 


Headlining Entertainer: 



ty^Axinc ^^ightin^ele 

Amazing Pop I Oanco Diva 

Voice United 

Friday, July 25th, 8:00pm 
G Market Square Church 

Pride Parade 

Saturday, Juiy 26th, 10:00am 
on Front Street, South of Forster 



Pride Festival 

Saturday, July 26th, 12:00 - 7:00pm 
Q Riverfront Park 

Common Roads Run 

Sunday, Juiy 27th, 9:00am 
6 Riverfront Park 

Spirits United 

Sunday, July 27th, 7:00pm 
G Market Square Presbyterian Church 



Ptute U Seth, Ptide in FoiiuEy. 
P’lide (K Ad Ikal you Do! 




Silent Witness PA: Training 

We train our volunteers in non-violent, non-con- 
frontational tactics for dealing with protesters, 
following principles from Gandhi and M.L. King, 
Jr. This training is required for all who wish to 
participate as Silent Witnesses. 

•July 13. Noon, First Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Berks County, Reading 

•July 13, 6:00 pm, Unitarian Church of 
Harrisburg, Harrisburg, PA 

•July 16, 6:00 pm, Spectrum (above Planned 
Parenthood), Reading, PA 

•July 17, 7:00pm, Unitarian Church of 
Harrisburg, Hiurisburg, PA 

•July 19, 5:00 pm. Location TBA. Scranton, PA 

•July 23, 8:00 pm, Unitarian Church of 
Harrisburg, Harrisburg. PA. 

For more information and to sign up, see 
http://www.silentwitnesspa.org/training.html 
or contact Alanna at: alannaberger@hotmail.com 
717-361-2992 
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Harrisburg 
Liquid 851 

891 Eisenhower 
(717) 939-3590 
Thu 5p-Midnight 
Fri, Sat 5p-2a 
Sun lla-Midnight 
LiQuid891.com 


BARS 


Pennsylvania: South 


York 


Neptune’s Lounge 
268 North St. 

(717) 233-0581 
Every Day: 5p-2a 

Brownstone Lounge 
412 Forster St. 

(717) 234-7009 
M-F: 11a-2a 
S,S: 5p-2a 
Brownstone 
^Lounqe.com 

704 Strawberry Cate 
714 N. 3rd St. 

(717) 234-4228 
Daily: 4p-2a 

Stallions 
716 N. 3rd St. 

(717) 232-3060 
Daily: 7p-2a 
StallionsClub.com 

Blue Bistro & 

Wine Bar 
1313 N. 2nd St. 
(717) 909-6500 
Mon-Sat 4p-10p 
BlueWineBar.com 


HEALTH 
ACA: AIDS 
Community Alliance 
of S. Central PA 
401 Division St #100 
Harrisurg, PA 17110 
(800)867-1550 j 
ACA-PA.com 


Club XS 

36 West 11th Ave 
(717) 846-6969 
Daily: 4p - 2a 
ClubXSYork.com 


Caring Together 
(CarTog) 

HIV Care 
Collaboration 
(717) 851-3643 
familvfirstheaith 





Manheim 
The Dawg Haus 
168 S. Main St. 
(717) 665-0069 
Thu-Sun: 6p-2a 
MvSoace 
^ThePawqHaus 

Lancaster 
The Tally Ho 
201 W. Orange St. 
(717) 299-0661 
Daily: 8p - 2a 

Sundown Lounge 
429 N. Mulberry St. 
Lancaster, PA 

Belvedere Inn 
402 N. Queen St. 
Lancaster, PA 
(717) 394-2422 
Belvedereinn.biz 

■R e a d ing 
Red Star Saloon 
11 S. 10th. St. 

(610) 375-4116 
Wed-Sat: 9p-2a 

Spring Grove 
Altland's Ranch 
8505 Orchard Rd. 
(717) 225-4479 
Fri,Sat 8p-2a 
AltlandsRanch.com 


ora/ctDroqram.html 


Lambda AA 
Gay & Lesbian AA 
Friends Meeting 
House 

fth and Herr St 
Harrisburg 

Jim H. 717-379-3828 


''America.com 


Miss Drag All-Star 
Syrena Daniels 
(610) 573-8315 
P 0 Box 463 
Shillington. 

PA 19607 
MissDra 


AllStar com 


Political 

Rainbow EqUUalitiy 
Advocates 
I Lay Led Ministry 
of the Unitarian 
Church of Hbg 
■ AlannaBerger@ 

\ Hotmail.com 

[ Stonewall Dmcrats 

IcapitalStonewall orq 


Central PA Gay & 
Lesbian Chamber 
of Commerce 
3111 N Front St 
Harrisburg. PA 17110 
(717)213-5034 
CPGLCC org 


PRIDE 
Pride CP 
Pride Festival of 
Central PA 
Harrisburg 

''Pride.orq 

Reading Pride 
ReadinqPride 
Celebration.com 

Lancaster Pride 
LancasterPride 

''2008.orq 


Youth Group 
Common Roads 
CmmnRds Hbg 
221 N. Front Street 
Harrisburg, PA 
Common Roads 
CmmnRds Lane. 

538 W. Chestnut St. 
Lancaster. PA 17403 
(717) 920-9534 
CommonRoads.orq 

Alvernia GSA 
400 St. Bernardine St. 
Reading. PA 19607 
brou3391 


SALE 

Student Advocating 
LGBTA Equality 
Shippensburg 
ship.edu/-msa 
''SALE.htm 

I 

Planned Parenthd 
of North East PA 
SPECTRUM 
LGBT Youth Spprt 
48 South 4th St. 
2nd Fir 
Reading. PA 
PPNEP.org 


Central 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Central PA 
Womyn’s Chorus 
CPWChorus.orq 

HBG Men's Chorus 
HarrisburqMens 

''Chorus.orq 

Art Assoc. HBG 

21 N. Front Street 

Harrisburg 

717-236-1444 

ArtAssoc 

OfHbq.com 

Meat Locker ^ 
Art Gallery 
923 N. third St. 
Harrisburg, PA 

3.12 

ThreeTwelve net 


SOCIAL 
Volley Ball 
Baughman 
Memorial 
United Methodist 
New Cumberland 
Jim Akers 
717-233-3172 

PA Womens Circle 
PAWomens 

''Circle.com 


SPIRITUAL 

MCC: Metropolitan 
Community Church 
MCCotS 

2973 Jefferson St. 
Harrisburg, PA 17110 
(717) 236-7387 
MCCofTheSpirit.orq 

UCH: Unitarian 
Chch of Harrisburg 
1280 Clover Lane 
Harrisburg, PA 17113 
(717) 564-4761 
HarrisburqUU.orq 

Vision of Hope MCC 
130 East Main St. 
(VOH-MCC) 
Mountville, PA 17554 
(717) 285-9070 
visionofhopemcc.orq 

Unitarian Universal, 
of Lancaster (UUCL) 
538 W. Chestnut St. 
Lancaster, PA 17603 
(717) 393-1733 
interweave, lancaster 

''pa@qmail.com 

Unitarian Universal, 
of Gettysburg 
136 S. Statton St. 
Gettysburg, PA 
(717) 334-2929 
uuqettvsburq.orq 


Pennsmen 

Pennsmen.orq 

Reading Railmen 
www.readinq 

''Railmen.com 

TransCentralPA 

transcentralpa.orq 

Renaissance of 
South Eastern PA 
(ROSE) 

(717) 332-1247 
RenaissanceSEPa 

''@AOL.com 
130 Main Steet 
Mountville, PA 

COMMUNITY 

LGBT Center 
Coalition 
200 North 3rd St 
8th Floor 
P.O.Box 678 
Harrisburg 
PA 17108 
CentralPaLqbt 

Center.org 

Rainbow Rose 
Community 
(717) 380-1071 
RainbowRose 
''Communitv.orq 
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Pennsylvania: S outh Ce ntral 

SpecTaT 


Club XS 

ILiquid 891 

iLIquid k9\ 

9:30 PM 

iBpm Bingo 

iPajama Party 

WII Night 

Brownstone 

Blue Bistro 

Kieptune's 

8:00p Trivia 

8:00 PM 

Free Buffet 

Club XS 

Maiden Ground 

Lambda AA 

College Night 

Musical Duo 

o.oop Meeting 

18 and over 

Aitiand's Ranch 

CPWC 

Dawg Haus 

4thWeek 

7:00 PM 

Bingo 9:00p 

Karaoke 

Women’s Chorus 

Strawberry 

MCCotS 

Rehearsal 

9:30 PM 

7:00 PM LastWeek 

Colonial Park UCC 

Karaoke 

Scrabble 


MCCotS 

3.12 

TUESDAYS 

7:00 PM 

7:30 PM 

Brownstone 

Praise Team 

in Concert 

Free Darts 

MccotS 

Cuppy*8 Coffee 

Red Star 

Prayer Group 

fTOeCP - 

10:00 PM 

Home of iI 

10:00 PM 

Trivia 

Fern & Laura 

@XS 

Stallions 

VOH-MCC 

Miss Gay Pride 

9:00 PM 

8:00 PM 

Pageant 

Trivia 

AA Meeting 

- 

MCCotS 


Sat Jun 28 

7:00 PM 

FRIDAYS iMCCotS 

Choir Rehearsal 

Common Roads 

7:00 PM LastWeek 

VOh-MCC 

7:00 PM 

Pinnochle 

7:00 PM 

@UUC of Lane 

Janie Womack 

Joyful Noise Choir 

Safe Space for youth 

8:00 PM 



@St. John's Coffee 

WEDNESDAYS 

KOO PM 1 

Caf6 in Mech'bg 

Brownstone 

MeetiM 1 

Acoustic Music 

Free Pool 

RrideCP - 

Club XS 

SATURDAYS | 

@ Dawg Haus 

Cash Bingo 1 

^lqu^c^M^ ^6p i 

Show us your pride 

Neptune's |l 

Free Buffet li 

Ladies Dance 1 

Partv f 

Drag Show Tour 


Red Star 

10. 00 PM 
Trivia 


Stallions 

9:00 PM 
Karaoke 

Strawberry 

7:30 PM 
Bingo 

WCCotS - 

7:00 PM 
Bible Study 


Volley Ball 

7:00 PM 
Volley Ball $3 


SUNDAYS 

Hqui^BT"" 

11:00 AM 
Brunch 

10:00 PM 
Karaoke 
Free Pool 

Stallions 

All Age Dance 


Sun Jun 29 

fCTub X5 

6:00 PM 

Black, Blue &Bears 
Tea Dance 
Free 


TOCotS 

Service 

9am. 10:30 am, 7pm 


UCH 

9:16 AM 
Service 

9:15am. 11:00 am 


VOH-MCC 

10:00 AM 
Sunday worship 

^BG Mens Chorus 

7:00 PM 
Rehearsal 
Unitarian Church 
of Harrisburg 


Hiram buiiocK Band 

7:30 PM 

^Long's Park Lane 
Summer Music 
Series 


Wed Jul 2 

ilV Support 

6:00 PM IstWeek 
Mulberry Art Stud. 
21 N. Mulberry St. 
Lancaster. Chris 
Icn 97-0370 


Thu Jul 3 


Blue Bistro 

6:00 PM 

Wine and Cheese 
Tasting 


Liquid 891 DJ 

Shaashawn Dial 
from 1400 

The Touch 

uui 

Miss Gay Amer. 

@Liquid 

Miss PA 

Review Show 

Altland's Ranch 

IstWeek 

Slow Dance Every 
Hour 

Leadership 

Pool Party 

Art Assoc of Hbg 

4:00 PM 

@The Firehouse 

One Night Stand 

Art Exhibition 

1 Common Roads 

1 CANCELLED 

1 Safe Space 

1 Lane. & Hbg 


Sat Jul 5 


TransCentralPA 

CANCELLED 
Usual Meeting 


Sun Jul 6 


Club XS 

4:00 PM IstWeek 
Ladies Tea Dance 
Drag King Contest 
Free Food, Pool 


VOH-MCC 

5:00 PM IstWeek 
Men*s Group 


Tue Jul 8 

PrkteCP 

7:00 PM 2ndWeek 

Meeting 

Best Western 

Eisenhower Blvd 


Thu Jul 10 


Blue Bistro 

6:00 PM 

Wine and Cheese 
Tasting 

MCcote 

6:00 PM 2ndWeek 
Grief/Loss Support 


Fri Jul 11 

LiqUidUy^ 

Live Band 10p 
Odd Girl Out 

8:00 PM 

Swingers Meet N 
Greet Register @ 
clubsexvcool.com 


AWand's Ranch 

2ndWeek 
Beer & Free Pizza 


ROSE 

Meeting 8:00 


@Red Star 
Tom & Tattered 


h 

66 
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gs 
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Bar/Club 
Church 
Community 
Art, Music, 

Theater 
“Health & 

_ Fitness _ 

Pride 


Business 
Student 
T*olitical ~] 
Pageant 


Social 
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SPIRITUAL 
MCCLV: Metropol. 
Community Church 
of the Lehigh Valley 
930 N. 4th St. 1st Fir 
Allentown, PA 18102 
(610) 709-8800 
mcciv.orq 


Pennsylvania: Lehigh Valley 


BARS/CLUBS 

Allentown 
Stonewall 
28 North 10th St. 
(610) 432-0215 
Tue-Sun: 7p-2a 
TheStonewall.com 


Bethlehem 


Fighting AIDS 
Continuously ,[ 
Together (FACT) 
245 N. 12th Street 
Mentown, PA 18^ 
(610) 820-55 
Fasttv.orq 


:w.orq 

CbMMi 


lUNITY 



SOCIAL 
Takeover LV 
Takeoverlv.com 


Gay and Lesbian 
Organized Sports 
Society (GLOSS) 
GLOSS.pro 


Dignity of the 
Lehigh Valley 
Meetings at St. 
Andrew's Episcopal 
1900 Pennsylvania 
Allentown, PA 
DiqnitvLHV. 
^Bloqspot.com 


Diamonz 

1913 West Broad St. 
(610) 865 1028 
diamonz.net 


PA Diversity Nwk 
P.O. Box 22902 
Lehigh Valley 
PA 18002 
(610)-HELP-123 
PADiversitv.orq 


Pride GLV 

Pride of the Greater 

Lehigh Valley 

1101 W. Hamilton St. 

(610) 770-6200 

PrideGLV.orq 


LV Bears 

Lehigh Valley Bears 
1610-432-0706 
MUSIC & ARTS 
Lehigh Vally 
Gay Men's Chorus 
(610) 366-3320 
LVGMCorg 


1 ' Weelc'fy 

Events 1 

special Events 

-1 

WEDNESDAYS 

SATURDAYS 

Thu Jun 26 

Sun Jul 6 

Fri Jul 11 

Stonewall 

GLOSS 

Pride QtV 

MCCLV IstWk 

TakeoverLV 6:30p 

10:00 pm Karaoke 

8:00 AM 

7.00 PM 4thWeek 

Property Cmmittee 

@Bear Creek Mt. 

MCCLV 

Racquetball 

Board Meeting 


Sat Jul 12 

7:00 PM 

@LV Racquet & Ftn 

AHwitownkPA 

Tue. Jul 8 

MCCLV 

Tejes Women's 

6th and Union sts. 


stonewall lOp 

Car Wash 

HAVEN 7:00 pm 


Fri Jun 27 

Strange Love 18+ 

FACT fundraiser 

@ UUCLV Rm304 

SUNDAYS 

Stonewall 11:30pm 

Pop. R&B, Undrgnd 

Renaissance 


Stonewall 

Pride Benefit 


8:00 PM 2ndWeek 

THURSDAYS 

10:00 PM 

Onya Pital 

Wed Jul 9 

@Moose Lounge 

GLOSS 

Karaoke 

Diamonz 

TT^CT - 

Trans Mt & Grt. 

7:00 PM 

MCCLV 

Latin Night 

7:00 PM 2ndWeek 

PridbGLV BiOOp — 

Volleyball 

9:00 AM 


Fundrsing Meeting 

QWoodt Campgr 

Catasauqua Park 

Men's Breakfast 

Sat Jun 28 

220 Bl of N 12th 

Dinner Theater 

GLOSS 

Perkins on 

Stonewall 



7:30 PM 

Lehight St Allentwn 

Dance Party 

PRIDE FESTIVALS 

Racquetball 

MCCLV 


New York 

Jun 29 

@LV Racquet & Ftn 

10:30 AM 

Tue Jul 1 

6th and Union sts. 

Sunday Service 

PFLAG 7:00 pm 

Reading 

Jul 20 

Stonewall 

10:30 am, 6:00 pm 

@Allentown 

7:30 PM 

Choir Practice 

First Presby Church 

Harrisburg 

Jul 26 

Pump Night 18+ 

After Service 


GLOSS 5.00 pm 

Sat Jul 5 

Pride Picnic 

Aug 9 

FRIDAYS 

Tennis 

LV Bears 

Diamonz 

Muhlenberg Collg 

8:00 PM IstWeek 

North East PA 

Aug 10 

10.00 PM 

22nd & Turner Sts. 

@ Moose Lounge 

Karaoke 

Allentown 

Meeting 

Lehigh Valley 

Aug 17 


Penns' 

vivania: North Central 


BARS/CLUBS I 

I weekly Events | 

special Events 

Sunburv 

State College 

TUESDAYS 

THURSDAYS 

Fri Jul 4 

CCS 

Chumle/s 

ClubZ 

ClubZ 8:00pm 

ClubZ 

555 Klinger Rd. 

108 W. College Ave 

8:00 PM 

Open Mike Night 

10:00 PM 

(570) 286-6022 

(814) 238-4446 

Free Pool 

Guitar Hero 

After Fireworks 

Thu, Fri, Sat: 8p-2a 



Rumors Altoona 

Party 

Sun: 3:00p - ? 

Altoona 

WEDNESDAYS 

10:00 PM 


MvSoace: 

Rumors Altoona 

ClubZ 

Karaoke 

Sat Jul 5 

'^OfficialCCsBar 

(814) 941-0803 

10:00 PM 


CCS 


Rumors 

Karaoke 

FRIDAYS 

10:00 PM 

Williamsport 

''Altoona.com 


ClubZ 10:00 pm 

Tequila's 

ClubZ 



Karaoke 

Aloha Show 

321 Pine St. 

Escapade 


Rumors Altoona 

ClubZ 

Tue-Sat6p - 2a 

2523 union Ave. 


18+ 9:00 pm 

10:00 PM 

(570) 322-6900 

(814) 946-8195 



Firecracker Bali 

club 2 bar.com 




Drag & Strip Show 
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BARS/ CLUBS 


Wilkes-Barre 

Twist 

Fox Ridge Plaza 
1170 Highway 316 
(570) 825-7300 
Mon-Sat 8p-2a 
Sun 7p-10p 
twistbarDa.com 

Scranton 

Silhouette Lounge 
523 Linden St. 

(570) 344-4259 
Mon-Sat 3p-2a 
Opening Date 
To Be Announced 
SilhouetteLounqe.net 


COMMUNITY 
Rainbow Alliance 
512 Northampton St. 
Room 218 
Kingston. PA 18704 
(570) 606-4410 
GavNEPA.com 


Pennsylvania: North East 

[ 


"WeenyTyenTT" 


12 Penny 

10:00 PM 

Karaoke _ 

Michael's 

10:00 PM 
Karaoke 

l^umors ^^ottsville 

10:00 PM 
Karaoke 


FRIDAYS 


Moosic 

12 Penny Saloon 
3501 BimeyAve 
(670) 941-0444 
Daily 2p - 2a 
12Pennv$alooncom 

Edwardsville 
Michael's Lounge 
429 Main St. 

(670) 287-9300 
Tue-Sun 7p-2a 
MichaelsLounqe.com 

Pottsville 
Rumors Pottsville 
661 North Centre t. 

(570) 622-6867 

Caring Communities 
SOCIAL for AIDS (CCA) 

NEPA Leathermen 301A West Third St. 

neDa-leathermen.com terwick, PA 18603 
570-752-5655 


Twist 

10:00 PM 
All Age Dance 




IR^IDS 


^un Jun 29 


Special Events 

sat Jui 5 


Michael's 
6:45 AM 
Bus Trip to NYC 
NYC Pride 


12 Penny 
Bus Trip to NYC 
NYC Pride 


Tue Jul 1 


Fri Jul 4 

12 Penny Saloon 

10:00 PM 
Drag Show 
Miss Firecracker 


Twist 

10:00 PM IstWeek 
Ail Age Dance 


Pride of NEPA 
IstWeek 
@Pride Place 
156 S. Franklin St. 
Board Meeting 


Tue Jul 8 


Pride NE 

6:30 PM 2ndWeek 
Tony D's Pizza 
295 S. Main St. 
Membership Mtg 


I# 


No Fee Listings, Just Ask: 

Panzee@ 

PanzeePress.com 


Maryland: West 


- Mncm — 

BUSINESS 

weekly bvents I 


Rainbow 

TUESDAYS 

THURSDAYS 

SUNDAYS 

Positive Influence 

Connections 

Alcoholics Anon 

Fusion 

Deer Park Lodge 

40 W. Church St. 

14 1/2 E. 

6:30 PM 

until 12:00 

Show Night OR 

Hagerstown. MD 

Washington St 

@New Light MCC 

Ultra Lounge Night 

Ladies Night 

Dositive 

Hagerstonw, MD 

Positive Influence 


New Light MCC 

Influence.oro 

(301)739-6629 

6:30 PM 

SATURDAYS 

10:30 AM 


RainbowConn 

HIV/AIDS Support 

New Light MCC- 

Sunday Worship 

New Image 

'ectionLLC com 


9:30 AM 


12 Steps 


WEDNESDAYS 

Food & Friends 


40 W. Church St 

SOCIAL 

GGs 

Meal Distribution 


Hagerstonw, MD 

Community Triangle 

4:30 PM 

New Image 

% w 

na.org 

40 W. Church St. 

Tini Lounge 

6:00 PM 



Hagerstown, MD 

New Light MCC 

@New Light MCC 


MMUto Anonym. 

(301) 733-1465 

6:00 PM 

Narcotics Anonym. 


40 W. Church St. 

communitv 

6:00 pm pot luck 



Hagerstown, MD 

''Trinagle.org 

7:00 Worship 


% ® 

aa.org 


7:30 Bible Study 



BARS 

Hagerstown TGs 




Deer Park Lodge 

Transgender | 

1- 

special bvents 

-1 

21614 National Pike 

TerriLeeTG 

Thu Jun 26 

Thu Jul 3 

Fri Jul 11 

Boonsboro, MD 

''(©Yahoo.com 

Community Triangle 

New Light MCC 

Deer Park Lodge 

(301) 797-7672 


6:30 PM LastWeek 

7:30 PM IstWeek 

2ndWeek 

Thu, Fri, Sat, Sun 

Out For Fun 

Dinner Out 

Emergent Church 

Retro Night 

DeerParkLodqe.net 

War Memorial Park 

301-739-1465 

Worship 



Martinsburg, WV 


Positive Influence 

Sat Jul 12 

SPIRITUAL 

TimHottt 

Fri Jun 27 

5:00 PM 

Hagerstown TGs 

New Light MCC 

''(©Nationwide.com 

Positive Influence 

©Frederick Float 

7:00 PM 2ndWeek 

40 W. Church St 


10:00 AM 

Carroll Creek Park 

©New Light MCC 

Hagerstown, MD 

Tini Lounge 

@Deer ParkLodge 


Support Group 

(301) 797-5698 

Happy Hour Club 

AIDS Benefit 

Fri Jul 4 


NewLiqhtMCC.com 

The Gormet Goat 


Deer Park Lodge 



41 N. Potomac St. 


IstWeek 



Hagerstown, MD 


Ghetto&Glamour 



(301) 790-2343 


Show 
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BARS / RESTAUR. 
Agua 

57 Baltimore Ave 
(302) 381-2864 
AguaGrill 
'^Rehoboth.com 

Blue Moon 
35 Baltimore Ave 
(302) 227-6515 
BlueMoon 
''Rehoboth.com 

Cloud 9 

234 Rehoboth Ave 
(302) 226-1999 

Dos Locos 
208 Rehoboth Ave 
(302) 227-3353 
Rehoboth.com 
''DosLocos 

Double L 

622 Rehoboth Ave 
(302) 227-0818 
DoubleBar.net 

Frogg Pond 
3 First St 
(302) 227-2234 
TheFroggPond.com 

iguana Grill 
52 Baltimore Ave 
(302) 227-0948 
lguanaGrill.com 

Partners Bistro 
404 Rehoboth Ave 
(302) 226-0207 
Partners-Bistro.com 

Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Ave 
(302) 226-1139 


BARS/ CLUBS 
Cruisin / Circuit 
911 Kingsley St. 

(732) 776-7661 
CruisinTheCircult.com 

Pardise 

101 Asbury Ave 
(732) 988-6663 
ParadiseNJ.com 


Georgies Bar 
812 5th Ave 
(732) 988-1220 
GeorgiesBar.com 


Rehoboth Beach, Delaware 


"MUN[3A7^- 

- 

'l-nJun2/ 

'W^uT9 ' 

Frogg Pond 

9:30 PM 

Cloud 9 5:00P 
Ladies Tea 

Frogg Pond 

5:30 PM 

Blue Moon 

9:30 PM 

Pete f/ Loveseed 

Dos Locos 

Alexis Bilmanis 

Rick Skye 

Partners Bistro 

Philip Nelson 

Frogg Pond 


Ghosha 

Partners Bistro 

9:30 PM 

Fri Jul 11 


John Fh^n 

Viki Nova Band 

Frogg Pond 

TUESDAYS 

Purple Parrot 


5:30 PM 

Dos Locos 

9:00 PM 

Sat Jun 28 

Ashland Miller 

Latin Night 

Karaoke 

Frogg Pond 

Frogg Pond 

With Ricardo 


5:30 PM 

9:30 PM 

Partners Bistro 

SATURDAYS 

Kalai 

Divas of 1 Love 

Ghosha 

Cloud 9 

Frogg Pond 



5:00 PM 

9:30 PM 

Sat Jul 12 

WEDNESDAYS 

Ladies Tea 

Viki Nova Band 

Frogg Pond 

Partners Bistro 

John Flynn 

Partners Bistro 

John Flynn 

Wed Jul 2 

5:30 AM 

Zanna and the 

Camp Rehoboth 

Purple Parrot 

Blue Moon 

Zen Monkeys 

7:00 PM 

9:00 PM 

9:30 PM 

Frogg Pond 

Gay Men's 

Karaoke 

Madame & Me 

9:30 PM 

Discussion Group 



Divas of 1 Love 

Frogg Pond 

SUNDAYS 

Fri Jul 4 


5:30 PM 

Blue Moon 

Frogg Pond 


Business Mixer 

6:00 PM 

9:00 PM 



Pamela Stanley 

DJ Sharon 


THURSDAYS 

Singing Sensation 



Blue Moon 

Cloud S 

Sat Jul 5 


9:30 AM 

Karaoke 

10:00 PM 

Drag Show 

Frogg Pond 

9:00 PM 


Martinis & Mona 

Miss Peaches 

DJ Sharon 


Frogg Pond 

8:30 AM 

Frogg Pond 

4:00 PM 

Mon Jul 7 

Sussex County 
ftIDS Committee 

Trivia & Karaoke 

Belly Up 

Frogg Pond 

(SCAC) 

Partners Bistro 

Frogg Pond 

9:00 PM 

(302) 644-1090 

John Flynn 

9:00 PM 

Ben Lerman 

SCACInc.org 


Karaoke 

Comedy Show 


Ji 

Partners Bistro 


^DS Delaware 

John FIjmn 

Tue Jul 8 

(302) 652-6776 

Purple Parrot 

Frogg Pond 

AlDSDelaware.org 

10:00 PM 

9.00 PM 

COMMUNlfY' 

Drag Show 

Ben Lerman 

Canrjp Rehoboth 

Camp Rehoboth 

Comedy Show 

37 Baltimore Ave 

6:30 PM 

Narcotics Anon. 


(302) 227-5620 
CampRehoboth.com 






Asbury Park, New Jersey 


1 - 

weekly Events 

ispeciai Events 

MUNUAYS 

IHUKbUAYii 

SA1UKUAYS 

hn Jun zr 

Georgies 

11:30 PM 

Drag Warz 

Cruisin / Circuit 
lip Go-Go Boys 

Cruisin / Circuit 
lip Go-Go Boys 

Georgies . 

Jana Losey 

Georgies 

Bears & Cubs 

Georgies: Karaoke 

Fri Jul 4 

TUESDAYS 

Paradise 6:30p 
Country; Lesson 8p 

Paradise 

9:00 PM 

Fuego Latino 

Cruisin / Circuit 

IstWeek 

Leather Night 

Georgies 

Game Night 

Paradise 10:00 pm 
Retro Dance Party 

Free Pool 



Georgies 


FRIDAYS 

SUNDAYS 

Josh Zuckerman 

WEDNESDAYS 

Cniisjn/Chaiit 

Cmisin/Circuit lOp 


Cruisin / Circuit 

11.00 PM 

Show: Chantel 

Fri Jul 11 

11:00 PM 

Go-Go Boys 

Cruisin / Circuit 

Georgies 

Go-Go Boys 

Paradise 

lip Go-Go Boys 

Carrie Ashton & 

Georgies 

Paradise Follies 

Paradise 4:00 pm 

Jen Taylor 

Karaoke 

Drag Show 

TeaDance @Pool 
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Philadelphia, PA 


COMMUNITY 


BAR / CLUBS 


BAR 

William Way LGBT 

12th Air Command 

Pure 

Transit 

RESTAURANT 

Community Center 

254 S. 12th St. 

1221 Saint James 

600 Spring Garden 

Bump 

1315 Spruce St. 

(215) 545-8088 

(215) 735-5772 

(267) 258-1321 

1234 Locust St. 

(215) 732-2220 

12thair.com 

PurePhillv.com 

Libations 

(215) 732-1800 
BumoLounqe.com 

Equality Advocates 

Bike Stop 

Sisters 

231 Broad St. 


1211 Chestnut St. 

206 S. Quince St. 

1320 Chancellor 

(610) 275-8136 

Tavern On Camac 

#605 (215)731-1447 

(215) 627-1662 

(215) 735-0735 

The Underground 

EqualltyPA.org 

TheBikeStoo.com 

XO Lounge 

Westbury 

261 S 13th St 

243 S. Camac St. 
(215) 545-0900 

Rainbow Partnership 

Bob & Barbara's 

1437 South St. 

(215) 546-5170 

TavemOn 

of Philadelphia 

1509 South St. 

(215) 735-2220 


'K^amac.com 

Rainbow 

(215) 545-4511 

XOLounq ( 



'^Partnership.org 

Woody’s 

''NiqhtClub.com 


RESTAURANT 

Astral Plane 

TH EiTOR 

202 S. 13th St. 

Uncles 


1708 Lombard St. 

Hedwig and the 

(215) 545-1893 

1220 Locust St. 


(215) 546-6230 

April 24 - May 11 

WoodvsBar.com 

(215) 546-6660 

Circa 

Wed-Sun 8:00 pm 

Key West 

207 S. Juniper St 
(215) 545-1578 

Venture Inn 

255 S. Camac 
(215) 545 8731 


1518 Walnut St. 
(215) 54506800 


Antique Row B&B 
341 S. 12th St 
(212) 592-7802 


HOTELS 
Latham Hotel 
135 S 17th St 
(215) 625-2900 


Gables B&B 
4520 Chester Ave 
(215) 662-1918 


Alexander Inn 


Philadelphia Gay & 

Lesbian Film Festival 
July 12-24 
http;//www.phillyfests.cofn/piglff/horne.(^ 



Uncle’s Upstairs Inn 
1220 Locust St 
(215) 546-6660 


To list your Phily 
or Baltimore 
oranziation or 
event worth 
traveling for: 

Panzee@ 

PanzeePress 

.com 


Cresheim Cottage 
7402 Germantown 
(215) 248-4365 

White Dog Cate 
3420 Sansom St. 
(215) 386-9224 


Hippo 

One W. Eager 
@Char1es St. 

(410) 576-0018 
clubhippo.com 
MySpace; clubhippo 

Leons of Baltimore 
(410) 539-4993 
870 Park Ave 
LeonsBaltimore. 

^■tri pod.com 

Drinkery 
(410) 225-3100 
203-207 W. Read St. 
drinkerv.net 

Jay’s on Read 
225 W. Read St. 
JavsOnRead.biz 

(410) 225-0188 

Gallery Bar & 
Restaurant 
(410) 539-6965 
1735 Maryland Ave. 


Baltimore, MD 

BARS & CLUBS 


Rowan Tree 
(410) 468-0550 
1633 S. Charles St. 
TheRowanTree.net 

Club Bunns 

608 W. Lexington St. 

(410) 234-2866 

Club Orpheus 
1003 E. Pratt St. 
(410) 276-5599 

Quest 

(410) 563-2617 
3607 Fleet St. 
QuestBarBalt.com 

Coconuts Cate 
(410) 383-6064 
3111 W. Madison St. 
coconutscafe.com 

Blue Parrot 
5860 Belair Rd. 

(410) 254-3785 
BlueParrotBar.com 


Grand Central 
1001 North Charles 
(410) 752-7133 
CentralStation 

Pub.com 

Phoenix 
1 W. Biddle St. 
(410) 837-3906 
baltimore 
^-Phoenix, net 

Baltimore Eagle 
2022 N. Charles St. 
(443) 524-3289 
TheBaltimore 

^Eaqle.com 


BAR 

RESTAURANT 

Mt. Vernon Stable 
& Saloon 

909 N. Charles St. 
(410) 685-7472 


COMMUNITY 
Gay & Lesbian 
Community Ctr 
of Baltimore 
(GLCCB) 

(410) 837-5445 
241 West Chase St. 
Baltimore, MD 
qlccboro 



HOTELS 
Biltmore Suites 
205 W Madison St 
(800) 686-5064 

Admiral Fell Inn 
888 S Broadway 
(410) 522-7377 

Gramercy Mansion 
1400 Greenpring 
Valley Rd 
(800) 553-3404 

Peabody Court 
612 Cathedral St. 
(800) 292-5500 


New York City 
Pride: Jun 29th 
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The bottom line 


...Our World Through 

From April 12-14, 

2008, the Leather com¬ 
munity in Baltimore saw 
a return to tradition in 
the Maryland Leather 
Sir and boy contests, as 
Dragon boy Productions 
brought the contest back 
to the Baltimore Eagle, 
a past home for local contests and the Mid Atlantic 
regional event. 

The Drummer contest system, now defunct, was 
originated by the owners of Drummer Magazine, 
a periodical geared toward gay men interested in 
BDSM, leather, and fetish. Richard B Richardson, 
late proprietor of the famous, or perhaps, infamous, 
Baltimore Eagle, took over both the local and regional 
franchises, producing several international title 
holders, as well as local title holders of international 
caliber. 

What was interesting about the Drummer system was 
the fact that they encouraged the expression of sexu¬ 
ality within the contest, unlike other contests. In 2001, 
Drummer Magazine and DCI (Drummer Contests 
International) experienced irreconcilable differences, 
and the decision was made to part ways, with the 
contest being renamed Leather Sir. 


the Eyes of a boy 
by boy derick 

not exclude, we saw some interesting develop¬ 
ments. Shawna Alexander the Emcee, in a dairy cow 
costume, was, as always, hilarious. Always ready to 
help the community, Shawna’s sense of humor and 
love of what she does really showed. Sue Nami, a 
candidate for the Miss Gay Maryland competition, 
gave an outstanding performance and donated her 
time. She stated that we are all one community and 
need to help each other out. She has been named 
“honorary" Miss Baltimore Eagle. 

The Leather community has, by tradition, always been 
known to come together In times of crisis, and this 
contest was no different. In fact, the charity work and 
fundraising efforts that are the hallmark of Leather title 
holders is an evolution of our community’s efforts to 
help our own as nobody else would or could. In an 
unbelievable string of events, the Dragon boy crew 
and their appointed staff members overcame hurdles 
that, to some, would have seemed insurmountable. 

One judge backed out last minute due to unforeseen 
circumstances. Another judge, literally last minute, 
was assaulted, and unable to judge. The alternate 
judges came together, and the contest was scored 
using the Straight method rather than Olympic. The 
Olympic method involves seven judges, with high and 
low scores being dropped, and the remaining five 
averaged for total score. The Straight method is a 
simple addition of the five judges’ scores. 


The biggest news this year was that the Leather Sir 
and boy contest system would, for the first time ever, 
allow transgendered men to compete. As long as 
contestants could produce identification that identified 
them as male, they could compete. This was an 
interesting change for a contest derived from an erotic 
magazine. That and other changes caused some to 
disavow the contest, leaving its viability questionable. 
Dragon boy Productions came forth to pick up the 
proverbial “dropped ball.” 

In about a month and a half Dragon boy put together 
a good contest. For the next year, with advanced no¬ 
tice and experience, the contest should be awesome. 

Many naysayers complained about the ticket price of 
twenty dollars. However, it included two drinks and 
a discount at Baltimore Eagle Leather and Video, as 
well as the Victory BBQ. This attendee thought it 
was more than worth it. 

In the true spirit of our community’s effort to include. 


The changes caused a ripple effect, as the program 
book couldn’t be handed out as it was. The heart of 
the tribe beat strongly, though, and most of those to 
whom leather means something within rather than 
just something to put on, held tight, and on went the 
contest. To producer Bill Finnerty’s credit, it was 
found out that he went running around town handing 
out programs like a mad man, and made arrange¬ 
ments for the program and promotional advertising 
to be posted to the MD Leather Sir and boy website. 
The ads will also be a part of the Leather Sir and boy 
showcase at the Baltimore Eagle 

Judges for this historic contest were: Head Judge, 
Vendela Zane, former Ms. Baltimore Eagle, and 
popular local and national celebrity Leather Mistress; 
boy alex; the first International Deaf Leather boy, boy 
luke (Maryland and Mid Atlantic Leather boy ‘07); 
Gary Wolford, long time community ASL interpreter 
and BLADEAF member; and Kris Deblase, Maryland 
Leather. Tally Masters were Mr. Baltimore Eagle 97, 



Rich Geisendaffer, and his boy, Belton. 

Unfortunately, for the historic event this was, and all 
of the hard work put into it, contestants were scarce. 
This has recently been the case in the Leather con¬ 
tests, perhaps because Leather contests are geared 
to have titleholders work for charity and fundraising in 
the community, rather than for monetarily compensa¬ 
tion. Perhaps it is a fear of the competition itself. 
Regardless, the contest brought forth one Sir and one 
boy contestant. This means that both the Sir and the 
boy had to achieve seventy five percent of the total 
possible score, or lose against no other contestant. 


Happily, both Sir Kevin Lowery and boy Derick Rojas 
did more than just that. Sexual fantasies, which are a 
favorite, saw Sir Kevin flogging his “annoying doctor” 
in balloon effigy, and boy derick being disciplined 
by his “Sir," former international Drummer boy Mark 
Greene. 

Our new MD Leather SIR and boy compete for the 
Mid Atlantic Regional competition during the July 4th 
weekend. We are sure to see some real fireworks. 
Rumors of bullwhips and floggers abound. 

Check out www.thebaltimoreeagle.com for upcoming 
events. 


Liz OUT Loud 

by Liz Bradbury 

How about Ellen announcing on her show that she will get married now that the California Supreme Court has 
ruled same-sex marriage legal? I said to Trish, “Well, we may not see equal marriage rights in our life-time in 
Pennsylvania, but we’ve actually seen a day-time talk show host announce she will marry her lesbian partner and 
we’ve heard her audience cheer their support. Not only that, we’ve seen Ellen face off with Republican Presidential 
candidate John McCain, and make him look like an idiot when she started off by saying, “Women just got the right to 
vote in 1920. Blacks didn’t have the right to vote till 1870. It just feels like there’s this old way of thinking (that) we 
are not all the same. We are all the same people. All of us." 

McCain came back with, “People should be able to enter into legal agreements, and I think that is something we 
should encourage, particularly in the case of insurance and other areas.” What a guy! He’ll let Ellen get insurance 
and sign contracts. Hey wait, she could already do that! 

Ellen’s response: “When someone says, ‘You can have a contract, and you’ll still have insurance and you’ll get all 
that,’ it sounds to me like they’re saying, 'Well you can sit there; you can’t sit there." 

McCain said, more than once, that this was something on which they “respectfully disagree.” 

I personally want to state in this column that, while I am willing to be courteous to anyone, I don’t think any of us 
have to be respectful of someone’s opinion that denies us or anyone else basic legal rights because of minority 
status. I don’t respect racism or religious bias either. 

“‘Three things about the California Supreme Court ruling: 

1. Anti-equal rights groups insist, as they have in PA, that there needs to be a Constitutional Amendment in California 
to ban same-sex marriage because this decision was made by just four “activists judges." In reality, the California 
Legislature - the elected representatives of the people - had already voted twice in favor of equal marriage rights, but 
was vetoed by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger (R) who insisted that the Courts should make this decision. 

2. If someone tries to argue that a Constitutional Amendment to prohibit marriage equality is valid because it would 
be a majority decision, please point out that in America we are supposed to guarantee equal rights for all people, 
not just the majority. Everybody is in the minority in some way, at some time: religious denomination, age, ancestry, 
marital status, etc. How would anyone feel if their rights were to be determined, perhaps forever, based on a vote of 
a group of people to which they do not belong? Constitutions are supposed to protect against that. 

3. Arguments that suggest that opposite sex marriage is harmed by same-sex marriage are not only just kind 
of wacky, but they are also disproved by the US State of Massachusetts, where stats indicate that opposite sex 
marriage is stronger there than in any other state, even though same-sex marriage has been legal there for three 
years. 


This column was originally printed in PA Diversity Network's June Valley Gay Press. 
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Art Association 

or Harrisbcjrg 

By Carrie Wissler-Jlwmas 

ART SCHOOL 
ANNUAL 
EXHIBITION 
BURSTS UPON 
SCENE! 

Students from the past year's 
classes at The Art Association 
of Harrisburg got an opportunity 
to show off their creative efforts 
in the Art School Annual Exhibition, which opened Friday, 
June 20, at the galleries at 21 North Front Street. This 
exhibition is always an exciting, vibrant one due its eclectic 
array of artwork created by students of all ages and skill 
levels, age 5 through senior adult. Shawn Williams, Adjunct 
Instructor of printmaking, drawing and design at Harrisburg 
Community College, is the prize juror for the exhibition. 

With PSEA as the exhibition's corporate sponsor. Rose- 
wein Realty, Alan Hostetler Insurance, Miller & Nroford, 

Ms. Norma Gotwalt, Sutliff Saturn, and CD Warehouse 
contributed the prize monies. The show will run through 
July 17th, with gallery hours of 9:30 AM to 9 PM Monday 
through Thursday. 9:30 to 4 Friday, 10-4 Saturday, and 2 to 
5 Sunday. 

Children attend classes in Drawing and Painting for Kids, 

Art for Kids, Cartooning, Fantasy Art, Clay for Kids, and 
Junior Art...their artistic creations often include colourful, 
strong interpretations of still-lifes, abstract patterns, self- 
portraits, and wild fantasies. The AAH Curator hangs the 
kids’ works right on the walls with the adult offerings, and 
the youngsters love it! Watching the children’s faces at 
the awards ceremony is always a treat...art really doesn’t 


distinguish between young and old. Everyone is an artist 
together, no matter what the age, in the Art School Annual! 

Adult students pursue Portraiture, Life Study Workshop, Ab¬ 
straction, Basic Oil, Acrylic. Watercolour, Jewelry, Sculpture, 
Pottery, Encaustic. Mixed Media, Collage, Basic Drawing, 
and Landscape, so their entries in the show reflect those 
subjects. There are always a great many fine abstracts, 
nudes, portraits, and landscapes in all media. 

Separate from the student artwork will be a special 
exhibition on the second floor of AAH faculty work, giving 
prospective students a great opportunity to see what level 
of professionalism the instructors have. Some of the AAH 
instructors have taught art in public schools, but most are 
not educators per se, but rather professional, practicing 
artists with their own studios. AAH classes teach students 
not only basic skills to create art, but also tips on entering 
works in shows, and provide great networking with other 
artists. 

Visit the AAH website at www.artassocofhbg.com, go to the 
Spring Newsletter section, and click on ‘"classes” to view 
the full line-up of summer classes, which will start the week 
of July 14. Sign up for a class, and you, too, can be part of 
the Art School Annual Exhibition next year. 


^out(fuU (/iait J^iUon 

^atl 

.. 

fax (717) ' i' 

aaU (717) 4Z9049t 


imcfton, 

wk 

^ (fti- 
gat. 


m 

m 

? 

m 

m 

m 





Whitley Nycole DeAire* Ashley Lynn 

Miss Drag All-Star: Manheim Miss Drag All-Star: Lancaster 







The Happenings In Harrisburg... 

...''^((egedCCy”... 

Hello my little gossip girls... 

It has been a whole month since our last trip down gossip lane and let me tell you, did I get 
a bit of flack for my last words of wisdom...LOL. I happened to be in a club in York on the 
Sunday after the issue came out, and was being my innocent self... Allegedly... when this 
big mean blue haired drag person started screaming at me, “I'll get you. my pretty... and 
your new crown, too!" Next thing I know, she is getting a spanking in the parking lot, and 
then her “trick” threw her out of his car... Allegedly. To make It a purrrrrrfect night, she was 
barred again... Allegedly. 

But enough publicity for that one... at least from this big plate of burnt, overdone, smoking 
gravy, shit on a shingle, gossip columnist... LOL. 

On to new and important things... 

Friday, May 30th, at Liquid 891 the “Miss Heart of Pennsylvania Pageant" was held and, 
yes, it’s true... I am She! See. I can win a crown. Actually, I have won five, and they were 
all “real” pageants. The category that I did not win was on-stage question. Right, I am as shocked as you. but I did not 
answer my question the proper way... I offered them some Mountain Due... Allegedly. 

I was asked to judge the Miss Drag All-Star Manheim Pageant on June 13th. Brad Powers and I had a faboo time at 
the Dawg Haus. There were three contestants and two winners... Yes. It’s true... It seems that the auditor forgot to 
turn his calculator on while he was adding scores... Allegedly. But I will say that I am so proud of Glenda Sue Jackson, 
Powers, Sterling, Monroe, Bishop, Green, and Kane! As the promoter. Glenda did what she thought was fair, and the 
lady who was crowned will remain Miss Drag All-Star Manheim... Miss Whitley Nicole DeAire’, and the other winner 
will become Miss Drag All-Star Lancaster... Miss Ashley Lynn... Congrats to both ladies, you did a great job... Oh yeah, 
and Bianca Demonet, she is now the 1st alternate to Manheim. 

Don’t forget, June 27th at Club XS is the Miss Gay Pride Pageant, and there is going to be a “Bloodbath”... These girls 
want to win it this year... It starts at 9pm. All of the former Miss Prides will be there... Ooooops, well not all of them.... I 
forgot. One of them is now barred from the club... Heee Heee. 

OK, enough drag stuff, it’s gossip time... I can report that a certain Strawberry bartender was hiding from the Po-Po 
and got her butt wedged under a car... OK. not a car, but one of those monster trucks... Allegedly... and be careful on 
Saturday nights when you go to the back bar at the Neptune Lounge... It seems that a certain bartender back there 
has a “ghost" who steals groceries from his fridge-a-dare... and is following him... Allegedly... so you never know when, 
with him, if you too might “see dead people”... 

OK, my little gossip mongers, it’s that time again to bid you happy gossiping... I look forward to seeing you all in the 
burnt gravy section with me soon... 

Until we dish again... 

Tootles Poodles, 



Kiss, kiss... but don’t smudge my lipstick, 

Ms. Biscuit. 



Call in orders accepted 


Specializing in 


Panillis (aJc.a Grilled Sandwiches) 


Broad Street Market 

1233 N. 2nd St. Harrisburg, PA 17102 
First stand on Right from 3rd Street Entrance (stone building) 
Wed 9-2, Thu 9-5, Fri 9-5, Sat 8-4 
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by: Daniel Kincade 

Well, it’s that time 
again, for another 
installment of Reading’s 
favorite Panzee 
column...Theoretically. 


There is so much to get to; I 
am not even sure where to 
start. Oh well, here goes! 


Reading Pride Celebration is getting closer!! 
Apparently, with all of the happenings on Friday 
the 18th, Saturday the 19th and Sunday the 20th, 
it will now be called The Reading Pride Celebration 
Weekend!! 

I had the wonderful opportunity to visit The Dawg 
Haus in Manheim for the Miss Drag All-Star 
Manheim Pageant. Despite the drama at the 
end of the night, it was a fun time, and Glenda 
puts on one hell of a show. Congratulations to 
Whitley Nycole DeAire, the newly crowned MDAS 
Manheim, and Ashley Lynn, the newly crowned 
MDAS Lancaster. 


On May 24th, Twist Bar in Wilkes-Barre, saw the 
first ever Miss Drag All-Star Northeast Regional 
Pageant. We started the evening fashionably 
late, but it was one heck of a night! We had three 
wonderful contestants, and when all was said 
and done. Lady Chatalae La’Fae was crowned 
the winner. Our Illustrious publisher, Bolton, was 
one of the judges that night. All I can say is that 
someone was apparently a diva in a previous 
life...Theoretically. 

The Miss Drag All-Star Reading Pride Pageant 
is coming along nicely. We currently have two 
confirmed contestants, and a third is on the way! 
We’re all really excited about crowning Reading’s 
first pride royals. Hey, drag kings, we’re having a 
pageant for y’all too! It goes along with Miss Drag 
All-Star Reading Pride, and will be held the same 
night, July 19th, at The Red Star. 


We Hope You Come Again 

to Our 2nd Annual 

Reading Pride Celebration 

Sunday, July 20 
Centre Park 
12 NOON - 6pm 


Featunng More Vendors. Two Entertainment Venues. 
Great Food, and Good Friends! 

- , Admission is S2.00 per person 

Reading ,, Ages 12 and up 

C? Interested in sponsonng the event 
1 or having a table? Email us at 

info@readingpridecelebration.com 



Something I noticed at MDAS Manheim was a 
certain bearded “lady” wandering around, and 
looking rather butch. What’s up with that? I’ve 
done some thinking, and I believe that the manly 
alter ego should be called “Rio”...Theoretically 

From the Rumor Mill: 

Please keep in mind, I don’t make any of this up, I 
simply write what I hear. 

I hear from several sources that a Panzee gossip 
diva has recently been banned from a certain “girl’s 
best friend” in Bethlehem. All I can say is that I 
have been unable to confirm or deny the validity 
of this report. If it is true, however, that makes two 
lists that this person’s name appears on, along with 
the name Alexxus Kane...Theoretically. 

I love everyone. Well, at least everyone who’s 
nice to me. What I don’t understand is when I get 
requests for people to cosign on loans. Oh honey, 
no, no! What’s even better is when someone gives 
your name as a reference and doesn’t even ask!! 
Don’t you just hate that...Theoretically? 

Final Thought: 

Everyone makes mistakes. It’s a known fact that 
no one in this world is perfect. If you think you are, 
God bless, honey. I’ll be the first to admit that I’ve 
made more than my share. Anyway, Rome wasn’t 
built in a day, and things aren’t likely to always go 
as planned. It’s how we handle these mistakes 
and setbacks that define us as individuals, 
professionals, and performers. Live, learn and 
grow! 

Until next time, don’t do anything that I would do! 


wwwreadingpndecelebration.com 

www.myspace.com/readingpridecelebration 


Daniel 







I Can 
Report.... 

Gossip from the 
Lehigh Valley 
By Kitty-Mame 
Dietrich 


Greetings, gossip mongers. The days have grown longer, 
and the weather has turned to accommodate the sun and 
fun of summer, of which I have been partaking. With longer 
days, steamier nights, and the carefree spirit of summer, 
inhibitions have lowered and the abundance of salacious, 
summer gossip has skyrocketed. So, since Tm sure you 
all are parched for some scandal, let’s get on to the iced 
summertime T" 


First off, I must congratulate the last two qualifiers for the 
Miss Gay Pa America Pageant, Madeline DeDa, Miss 
Allentown 2008, and her first alternate, Jaqueline Jacquard. 
Of course, with a final preliminary, there has to be some 
final pageant drama. I can report that, yet again, a certain 
“cha-cha palace diva" held up the start of the competition 
by not being ready, and also, though informed prior, found 
it unnecessary to be present for the rehearsal of the 
opening number, for which she was responsible. This “diva" 
better know that certain persons are already judging her 
“performance." 


Reportedly, a quirky cha-cha palace mixologist has recently 
resigned his post due to complications in relation to a 
certain “higher-up" of the establishment. Good luck in all 
you do, sweetie. We will all miss your bar-side humor on 
Saturday nights. 

Candida's has returned to being one of my hangouts of late, 
and has undergone some positive changes with the hiring of 
a new bar manager. A tiki bar, some more comfortable patio 
furnishings, and an updated calendar of entertainment have 
upgraded this establishment from its previously lackluster 
comer-bar reputation. Unfortunately though, I must report, 
that this upgraded watering hole had a “homosexual hold¬ 
up" this past Monday evening. It was reported that an 
armed assailant entered the bar with another cohort and 
took the register from behind the bar. Luckily, a Good 
Samaritan who was passing by as the assailants exited the 
bar with the register followed them, resulting in the robbers 
discarding the register by throwing it at him, and with not 
a dime missing. Though this situation is a little scary, it is 
nice to know that Allentown still has some “do-gooders" on 
its streets. 

Well, I hope your iced “T was refreshing, and quenched 
your thirst for this month. I'll make sure to keep up with 
what is brewing, so we can have another “V party together 
in July. 

Until then...Love you all more than my Manolos! 





Also spotted that night was a 'y\/ell-traveled Daddy," with a 
new, and decidedly younger, man in tow. Reportedly, this 
“new man" is a recent transplant to the state of PA, b ut has 
not yet found employment or living accommodations, 
and relied on “Daddy" to pay the evening's tab. 
Remember, a “Sugar Daddy" is not just a candy, but 
is also a dangerous situation to get into. 

The recent heat wave also resulted in my first 
foray to a local community hideaway. Though 
apprehensive at first, due to previous rumors about 
the resort, the sultry summer day by the pool was 
perfect and much more pleasant than expected. 
Though, I can report that the day was briefly marred 
by a certain “social retard" from the Lehigh Valley 
Due to his lack of social graces, he punctuated a 
mostly pleasant afternoon with banal conversation 
and some inappropriate querying of certain poolside 
guests. The ultimate lack of social decorum was 
his late afternoon romp in the pool with a decidedly 
unsavory character, which was, due to the visible 
arm motions above the water, surmised to include an 
in-pool “hand job. " Luckily though, no “debris” was 
spotted after the incident, or the day would have most 
certainly been through. Ironically, this “social retard" 
is also an avid member of a certain “community 
congregation” in the Lehigh Valley and preaches his 
beliefs vehemently. Certainly, this episode was not 
very “Christian" in character. I guess his “beliefs” 
only exist in certain circumstances and locales. 


Wide ^ 

IN THE ^ VS 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 17, 2008 
CEDAR BEACH PARK 
ALLENTOWN, PA 
12 NOON - 6PM 
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information soon available at WWW.PRIDEGLV.ORG { 
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Frame Your World 

-J. Hadfield, Paper Lion Gallery 


Debr 


As long as there has been home 
d^cor, there has been picture framing. Framing 
is a centuries old craft that exists to enhance a 
piece of artwork or documentation, often elevat¬ 
ing it to a higher stature. In historic buildings 
throughout Europe and other parts of the globe, 
the type of frame used, particularly on portraiture, 
embeIRshedthe story of the subject’s vvealth and 
standing in the community, 'ybu’ll find evidence ofj 
this Ih'muieiirn doltections throughout tlia world. 

In fact, this practice continued in early American 
culture and to some extent still exists. More often 
today, framing serves to tie a piece of artwork 
or photography to a room ddcor, or enhance a 
particular feature in the pieoe itself. The style of 
frame and framing is as varied as the individual 
who chooses It. 

Framing need not be an expensive 
proposition. There are many reasonably priced 
frames in attractive finishes. However, if the 
piece is delicate, or valuable, you may want to 
consider using conservation materials to protect 
your artwork. UV reduction glass and acid-free 
matting are just two examples of materials that 
prevent fading and color loss due to chemical 
reactions from sunlight. Conservation materials 
cost a bit more, but there are different levels of 
preservation, so this framing choice doesn’t need- 
to break the bank. 

In today’s difficult economy, people'* 
are making very careful choices about the pieces 
they choose to frame. Justabdut eveiVcn^ h^ 
a poster or photograph or other artwork that is 
tucked away in a comer, or rolled up on the closet-^ 
shelf. They most likely thought: “One day when I 
have a little extra cash, I’l get this framed.” These 
pieces have as much sentimental value as any 
market price, and therefore can be the first works 
to be framed in an expanding collection. 

When decided what to frame, con¬ 
sider where the piece will hang and whether the 
size is appropriate or proportional to the space. 

Take into account the wail color and any furniture 
pieces that will be nearby. Make frame selections! 
that will stand the test of time, unless you prefer 
changing frames to match current trerids. In fact, 
we see many clients who change their d6cor, but 
a print or painting they love just doesn’t work in 
the room anymore. Changing the frame can brini 
a new focus Id a treasured artwork. 

ether it’s something stored aWay or 
^newiy acquired, ^liltie bit of thought is 
needeito ensure that you'll 
er^by your ar^oik for 
pany years, even 
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Business Mixer 


Hosted by Paper Lion, June 11th 















'Gimme a break-witk)ov 


That's nothin', 
Goldielocks- 


r It only takes about 
five hairy fatties and. 
[that *den' is jammed. 


.A *BI-POLAR‘ 
^bear._^ 


..maa was it 
ever packedi 


There’s nothin’ worse\ 

rian ^ettind a pobe from 
a hairy old man stock y 
in your teeth. M 


T.M.I.I!I 


Try robbino a^inst 
a stubbly, shaved . 
k body once.^/ 


A little exfoliation 
was exactly what you 
VjTceded. G ramps. ^ 


didn't do you any 
real harmTwink. 




Kirby Park, Wilkes-Barre 
August 10th - 2 to 7 p.m. 


Volunteers 
& Vendors 
Call 

570-371-6555 
for involvement 
opportunities! 


WWW.GAYNEPA.COM -570-606-4410 



Panzee Subscription Card 

Keep your Panzee in the Box! 


V/5A 


I-877-499-5240 

t io 8 F North Reading Rd. # 252 , Ephrata, PA 17522 


^39 For 26 Issues! (that's ^1.50 per issue) 
Please fill in this form and send in with your check. 


Name. 


Phone:. 


Address. 


e-mail:_ 

(please note.Information is used for Panzee 

business only. Lists will not be sold!) 


VlE^y MY PORTFOLIO ON-LlNE AT Mtp Jlbcarr.net/ioecarr' 
Or contact me at: jpcartist@aol.com 











































36 West IV^ Avenue 
York, PA 17404 
717-846-6969 

clubxs@gmail.com 

www.clubxsyork.com 









